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Danish Lutheran Churches in America:
Contributions of the United (Danish) Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 1896-1960
by Edward A. Hansen

The most noteworthy contribution of the UELC was its people.
The laity and clergy of this church brought a willingness to change
their old ethnic ways in order to convey their faith, their energy,
and their insights to the broader body of Lutherans in America.
The Situation in the UDELC at the close of World War II

The United Danish Evangelical Lutheran Church was formed in
1896 by a merger of two Danish immigrant groups. One group, the
"Blair Synod" had been excluded from the Danish Lutherans
organized in America in 1872, in a controversy mainly involving the
Bible as the Word of God. The second group, the "North Church,"
had been organized in 1884 by Danish members of the NorwegianDanish Evangelical Lutheran Church (founded in 1870). These
Danes had withdrawn peaceably from their Norwegian brethren, in
order better to serve immigrants from Denmark. By the 1940s this
united church had changed from almost exclusive use of the Danish
language to bilingual usage in its worship and official meetings. For
some years its congregations had offered worship services in both
English and Danish.
At the end of World War II, most
congregations were moving toward exclusive use of English. Up to
that time, clergy leaders were required to be bilingual. Now this
was changing.
When I graduated from the UDELC's seminary in 1942, ability to
speak Danish was not a requirement. My graduating class from
seminary was the first, in my recollection, to be free of this stricture.
The older generation had been immigrants, with Danish as their
mother tongue. That generation was now being superseded by their
children and grandchildren, whose primary language was English.
My first call to parish service in the UDELC was to Immanuel
Lutheran in Minneapolis, the church which had hosted the UDELC
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merger convention in 1896. My predecessor in this parish was
required by his Letter of Call to conduct a Danish service for the
congregation at least once a month. Even though this UDELC pastor
was of Danish extraction, his use of the Danish language in the home
and community where he grew up had been minimal. The dialect he
heard as a youth was anything but "mainstream" Danish.
Nevertheless, he had struggled to conduct a service and preach in
Danish each month in Minneapolis. Danish speaking members of
the congregation did not find his efforts satisfactory, and eventually
the Church Council met with him to say that from that point on, it
would be acceptable to have all the services in English. He was
immensely relieved.
When I came upon the scene, there was no longer any
requirement in the Letter of Call for the pastor to offer Danish
language services. The only remaining vestige of Danish usage was
a Danish Ladies Aid, which conducted its meetings in Danish, and
sang hymns from an old Danish hymnal, Sangeren. I dutifully
attended these meetings, even if I did not always understand what
was being said. However, I was able to enjoy the tasty refreshments,
which at least offered the appeal provided by Danish cooks using
Danish recipes!
America's gearing up for participation in the Second World War
in Europe and the Pacific had resulted in many changes of lifestyle
in homes and communities. The melding of the younger generation
into defense forces on land, sea, and air had drawn Danes and other
ethnic immigrant groups into a new mix. Sometimes called a
"melting pot" and later a "salad bowl," this stirring of the
population resulted in cementing a new American selfunderstanding.
Even though Americans had once considered
themselves a nation of immigrants, they now added a further
meaning to the motto on their coins, E PLURIBUS UNUM, "Out of
many, one."
The UELC sought cooperation, and wanted to contribute the best
elements of what it considered its "Danish heritage" to the larger
body of Lutherans.
In the 1940s a few efforts persisted to maintain and strengthen
our Danish heritage. In our small congregation in Minneapolis there
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were some members who thought such efforts could be furthered if
the two Danish synods, which had diverged after an agonizing split
in their early history, could be brought together. Now, it was
thought their controversies had been put behind them. Accordingly,
Immanuel congregation brought a resolution to the annual
convention of the synod, requesting that the "possibilities be
explored" of joining the two Danish synods into one church body.
Of the immigrant peoples from Scandinavia, the Danes constituted a
smaller proportion of the total than most other ethnic groups. It
seemed reasonable to expect that they might make a better input of
the Danish religious heritage to the broader Lutheran body together
rather than separately.
Immanuel's resolution was adopted by the synod convention. It
provided for a committee of UDELC leaders to meet with a similar
number of members from the Danish Lutheran Church to "explore
the possibilities" of a merger of the two Danish church bodies. This
joint committee was constituted, and in due time had one or more
meetings. Apparently, they did not find sufficient common ground
to propose any kind of merger. This report was brought back to the
respective synod conventions, and no further action issued from this
attempt.
Through the years, the UDELC continued sporadically to
maintain ties with the Church of Denmark, with visits from Danish
prelates, scholars, and even royalty to our shores. Crown Prince
Frederik and Crown Princess Ingrid had visited Dana College in
1939. Queen Margrethe II was the speaker at Dana graduation
festivities in May 1976. There was talk of inviting Pastor Kaj Munk,
Danish clergyman, author, and dramatist, to cross the Atlantic and
speak in some UDELC circles. His murder at the hands of the Nazis
ended the prospect of bringing about such a visit. A group of
students at Dana College and Trinity Seminary, under the direction
of Professor Paul Nyholm, did produce one of Munk's better known
dramas, Ordet (The Word) in 1942. The play was presented in
Danish and was taken "on the road" to about a dozen communities
in the Midwest where a Danish-speaking (or understanding)
audience could still be mustered.
Another effort to maintain our Danish connections was made
when Professor Nyholm undertook the editorship of an annual
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publication, Dansk Nytaar (Danish New Year). This publication, with
predominately churchly contents, was well received for several
years, 1953-1960.
While centripetal efforts toward union around Danish roots were
not productive at that time, centrifugal forces were moving the
UDELC away from a Danish mother tongue-out in the direction of
united ministry with other ethnic groups of Lutherans.
Like the cooperative movements which were flourishing in other
spheres of society in Denmark, the UELC brought an eagerness to
cooperate with, and to unite with, other American Lutherans of
like mind and emphasis.
Beginning after World War I and accelerating after World War II,
a sense was developing in most of the Lutheran churches in America
that ethnic differences no longer were a barrier to cooperation
among Lutherans in North America. More particularly was this
true, when settlements were for the most part speaking English, the
language of the new land, in the communities where the German,
Finnish, Danish, Icelandic, Norwegian, or Swedish languages had
been used for ordinary communication.
An increasing drumbeat of literature helped to drive the concept
that Lutherans held much in common, and that they belonged
together. The tenor of these publications and books is well
suggested in the title of a volume by O.H . Pannkoke, A Great Church
Finds Itself-The Lutheran Church Between the Wars (© 1966). Dr.
Pannkoke was a Missouri Synod clergyman of German extraction.
Pannkoke enumerated a number of institutions, agencies, and
enterprises, which contributed to a growing sense of common cause
with other Lutherans, and gave details of his own personal
involvement with these unifying enterprises. Some of these were the
400 th anniversary of the Reformation of the Lutheran Bureau, the
Lutheran Church's support of its men and women in the armed
forces, the National Lutheran Council, the Lutheran colleges and
their great fund appeals, and the American Lutheran Conference,
which was formed in 1930.
In social work, there was the Lutheran Welfare Society, the name
of which was later changed to Lutheran Social Services. Its
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significant ministry was carried out then and since on an intersynodical basis.
The Lutheran Bible Institute made use of teachers from many of
the Lutheran synods, and students from all over the Lutheran
spectrum converged to study the Bible at one or more of its four
schools - Minneapolis, Seattle, New York area, and California. This
Bible movement contributed significantly to fostering a sense of
collegiality among Lutherans from coast to coast.
Independent mission agencies brought together representatives of
various Lutheran synods to send out and support missionaries to
many people groups overseas. Among these one could mention
World Mission Prayer League, Lutheran Orient Mission, and the
Lutheran Literature Society for the Chinese< as examples.
Still other organizations were formed to meld Lutherans in the
cause of youth work, evangelism, and relations overseas, such as the
Lutheran Student Association (LSA), Lutheran Evangelistic
Movement (LEM), Lutheran World Action (LWA), and Lutheran
World Relief (LWR).
Ministry to the men and women enlisted in the armed forces of
the United States was carried on under the aegis of the Bureau of
Service to Military Personnel, a division of the National Lutheran
Council. Indeed the NLC acted as the agent for eight supporting
Lutheran bodies, of which the UDELC was one. The NLC became
the umbrella under which Lutherans carried out a broad spectrum of
ministries.

The UELC contributed its share of people and money to these
Lutheran causes. The result was a growing conviction among
them that the work of the church could more effectively be done in
concert with other Lutherans having similar convictions and
doctrinal viewpoints.
In 1945 the synod decided to drop the word "Danish" from its
name, to become henceforth the United Evangelical Lutheran
Church, abbreviated UELC. It is not surprising that it was the UELC
which brought a proposal to sister synods to merge their separate
identities into a new church. Such a body was formed subsequently,
from the (German) American Lutheran Church, the Evangelical
Lutheran Church, the Lutheran Free Church (both Norwegian), and
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the United Evangelical Lutheran Church (Danish). This new church
began operation in 1960, under the name "The American Lutheran
Church."
Each of the former synods made its distinctive
contribution to the new body- in institutions, in heritage and view of
life, as well as in finances and manpower. Even though the UELC
was the smallest of these four synods in membership, this Danishbackground group made significant offerings in many areas.

The UELC had a deep sense that God spoke to human beings
through His Word, as written in the Bible.
A generation of UELC members were nourished on a daily
devotional book called The Word, translated from a Danish volume
by N.P. Madsen. For years the UELC published a booklet for home
devotions, Wells of Salvation, containing daily selections written by
its pastors. In Sunday School classes, children were encouraged to
memorize scripture passages. Cards with colored Bible pictures,
each supplemented with a "Golden Text," were taken home for
study. In confirmation classes portions of the Bible and key portions
of Luther's Catechism were learned by heart. Young peoples'
meetings, called Luther League, usually included Bible study on the
program. Adult UELC members were offered sessions in "Bible
Class," while their children were attending Sunday School.
Young people were urged to attend "Bible Camps" during the
summer months. They learned to dig deeper into biblical subjects,
while enjoying recreation and inspiration in company with their
peers. No small number of growing UELC members could look
back on weeks spent at Bible Camp as a time of rededication and
even vocational decisions. Some camps which UELC congregations
either owned or used on a leased basis were:
Iowa: Lake Okoboji Lutheran Bible Camp at Miller's Bay
Nebraska: Niobrara Bible Camp
Minnesota: Green Lake Bible Camp
Wisconsin: Shadow Lake Bible Camp and Lutherwood Bible
Camp, Grantsburg
Michigan: Bass Lake Bible Camp
New England: Geneva Point Camp at Lake Winnipesaukee, New
Hampshire
Colorado: Estes Park Bible Camp
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California: Camp Seeley, in the San Bernardino Mountains
West Canada: Sylvan Lake Bible Camp
The UELC brought its own brand of "piety" into the larger
Lutheran mix.
If one can speak of a particular kind of "piety" which was found in
UELC circles, it surely was one formed and nurtured by the
attention given the Bible in its homes, schools, and congregations. It
would, however, be sheer arrogance to maintain that similar
elements of piety were not contributed by other church bodies as
well.
In this connection, The Lutheran Bible Institute in Minneapolis
was the center of a Bible study movement operated independently of
any direct synod support.
The Minneapolis LBI eventually
established branch schools in Seattle, New York, and Los Angeles. A
number of UELC pastors served as teachers on the faculties of these
schools, and many young people from UELC churches enrolled for a
year or two of Bible study in LBI classrooms. UELC clergymen
involved in this ministry as teachers may be named: A.R. Petersen
(Minneapolis), Edward A. Hansen (New York/Teaneck, New Jersey),
and Edwin Petrusson and Paul Johnsen (at the California school). Of
interest to the theme of this review is that there were UELC
personnel in this non-synodical Lutheran initiative, which was
established to encourage the study of the Bible. This association in
scripture study had a strong part in bringing American Lutherans
together in a church which has long claimed "The Word Alone Grace Alone - Faith Alone" as its rallying cry.
The UELC contributed a nuanced, but focused, theological
emphasis.
It can hardly be claimed that the UELC brought into the Lutheran
mix any one particular or distinctive theological emphasis. UELC
pastors and lay leaders had been schooled in the lore of prominent
Danish mentors-H. Martinsen, Scharling, Grundtvig, Regin Prenter
-to name only a few. In addition, this church had also carried
along some of the spiritual insights of Vilhelm Beck, Olfert Ricard,
Skovgaard-Petersen, Anders Fibiger, and other spokesmen for the
Inner Mission movement in Denmark. Danes in the U.S., it must be
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said, cannot rightly claim the discernments of S0ren Kierkegaard as
a part of their contribution. The collected works of this widelyknown Danish philosopher-theologian were brought to America by
translators and scholars of other Nordic Lutheran groups.
However, even if UELC scholars did not mine the depths of S0ren
Kierkegaard's profundities, it does not follow that the people
entering the merger from this group had nothing to offer in the way
of theological insight. The UELC brought into the pan-Lutheran mix
in America a people who had been mentored by its congregational life.
These were men and women whose philosophy of life was informed
by a very simple, yet profound, statement.
Today it has become commonplace for any organized group to
have what is called a "mission statement." Usually jt is found in one
or more sentences which sum up the ideas and goals that guide that
organization. Even though they may not have employed that
terminology, the UELC members had such a statement.
Here acknowledgement should be made of the view of life that
UELC members received from Danish bishop C. F. Balslev. His
explanation of Luther's Small Catechism (1849) and his Bible History
had been translated into English. Balslev' s two little books were the
standard texts for generations of people attending confirmation
classes while growing up in the UELC. Most UELC folks had
memorized Balslev' s answer to the question that he posed on the
first page of his catechism: "What should we above all things have at
heart?" His answer is succinct and sound: "We should above all things
have at heart that we may become and remain God's dear children, who live
so as to please Him, and are forever blessed in communion with Him."
This sentence gave UELC members a very personal view of God's
offer of salvation in Jesus Christ, and an intentional manner of
sharing this conviction and hope with others on a pilgrimage
through life. Balslev' s statement above was what guided UELC
people, consciously or subconsciously, in their undertakings. They
believed that by God's grace they had become part of His family,
through baptism, instruction, and eating and drinking at His table.
They were conscious that this was a blessing that should not just be
enjoyed in private. They wanted everyone in their own family to
know this as well. Lay people and clergy were keenly conscious that
their Lord had said, "You shall be my witnesses." They never tired
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in their efforts to have all who were near and dear to them be fully
conscious of the riches of Christ. They came to learn that the family
that should be made aware of this truth was not just their flesh and
blood kin, but also their neighbors across the street, across the town,
across the nation, and ultimately across the oceans to the far reaches
of human habitation. Thus, personal witness, evangelism, and mission
were never far from the forefront of UELC activities.
The institutions, enterprises and missions of the UELC were led
and guided by men and women, many of them with strong
personalities, informed by this simple aim-to make it known that
people, of all sorts and in all conditions of life, were "to become and
remain God's dear children."
Sound doctrine was important in the life of the UELC. At its
founding convention in 1896, a sizeable block of time was taken up
with the discussion of the Augsburg Confession article on
Justification by Faith. Some delegates were of the opinion that the
statement "A man is justified by faith apart from the works of the
law should be included in the constitution. Others said that it was
already there-inferred by the constitution's subscription to the
creeds, Luther Small Catechism, and the Augsburg Confession. P.S.
Vig championed the view that this statement was so fundamental to
the life of faith that it should be spelled out separately in UELC
governing documents.
This view prevailed, and the UELC
constitution included this statement.
At the tum of the millennium the ELCA was involved in
discussions with the Episcopal Church USA about common mission.
When at length a document was adopted which seemed to mandate
adoption of the Anglican version of the Historic Episcopate,
considerable controversy resulted in ELCA churches.
It is
noteworthy that many former UELC congregations were disturbed
by this perceived breach of Augsburg Confession Article VII, "It is
not necessary for the true unity of the Christian church that
ceremonies, instituted by men, should be observed uniformly in all
places." As this is written (in 2002) it is plain that some UELC
people are working actively with other Lutherans of like mind to
change the ELCA's course in this matter. A few have even
withdrawn to join a confessional body called Lutheran
Congregations in Mission for Christ, which makes a point of
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refusing obligatory ordination of its pastors and clergy under
Episcopal strictures regarding the successio apostolica. In the mind of
this writer at least, this concern for sound doctrine and practice was
a characteristic of the UELC. On the whole, its people were willing
to cooperate, but not willing to compromise their convictions.
It would be presumptuous to say that the UELC single-handedly
brought such basic convictions into the merged church. Other
church groups had sounded these notes as well, having come to
these emphases in differing ways and expressing it in different
language. But, the subject of this study is "UELC Contributions," not
"Unique UELC Contributions."
Under the compulsion of its purpose or mission statement, UELC
institutions were brought in 1960 under the canopy of The American
Lutheran Church. Some of them continued their individual identity.
Others blended their efforts with similar efforts of the other church
bodies, working to bring about a new and better effort than any of
them could accomplish separately. For the next 28 years after 1960,
UELC undertakings were a part of the leaven which permeated the
new synod, The American Lutheran Church. This heritage, sifted
and refined, was in turn a component of what was passed on to the
present Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) in which
three large bodies united to form a new body in 1988.

The UELC members realized the importance of personal
stewardship of means and resources.
As the UELC entered the merger of 1960, it numbered about
70,000 baptized members, with 230 pastors on its clergy roster and
186 congregations located across the length and breadth of America.
The per member financial contributions of UELC members in 1954
was $56.80, which, according to Paul C. Nyholm, was at that time
"higher than that of any other Lutheran body in America."
[America's Lutherans, page 43.]
The UELC brought a spirit, which eludes a single characterization.
It is less easy to measure what the UELC brought to the table in
terms of heritage and spirit. Some might say that UELC brought a
kind of sunniness of outlook, found in the Danish persona, possibly
in a view of life, which holds that God is in charge and that He is
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ultimately good. Some would characterize it as a deep personal
piety, manifested in home and church. Others would be quick to
point out that there were also a few dour people in the UELC camp.
It has been said that they were excessively rigid in mores, tending to
make mountains out of molehills in their view of social decorum.
Among these were the ones who frowned on card playing, dancing,
use of cosmetics by women, and so on. In some UELC communities
this was true. But viewed broadly, it can be said that UELC people
were cheerfully supportive of the great causes, and that they
brought to the table some of the entrepreneurship skills for which
Danes are noted worldwide-a "let's get this job done" practicality.

The UELC brought into the body of merging Lutherans its own
concept of the organization of church work.
The major divisions of church work carried on in the UELC are
set forth below. No claim to uniqueness is made in this concept.
Names of some of the people who were integrally associated with
each unit are included.
Theological Education
The training school for pastors of the UELC bore the name of
Trinity Theological Seminary. This school was the first and oldest
(1884) institution for this synod. It was located in Blair, Nebraska.
After seven decades of faithful service in training pastors, its faculty
was assimilated into Wartburg Theological Seminary, Dubuque,
Iowa in 1956, a few years prior to the 1960 merger. Some, but not all,
of the Trinity students at that time continued their theological
preparation for service in the UELC at Wartburg. In its later years,
an increasing number of UELC seminary graduates sought further
academic preparation at other institutions of higher theological
study. When two Lutheran seminaries united in Ohio, Evangelical
Lutheran Theological School (ELTS) and Hamma Divinity School,
their work continued under the name Trinity Lutheran Seminary, in
Columbus, Ohio.
Teachers of note in Trinity Theological Seminary, the UELC's
training school for pastors during the pioneer years were AM.
Andersen, Kristian Anker, and P.S. Vig. Faculty members in
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Trinity's last two decades of existence were: C.B. Larsen, J.P.
Nielsen, Paul Nyholm, C.C. Madsen, Ethan Mengers, and Theodor I.
Jensen.
Higher Education: Dana College

Dana College, sharing a campus with Trinity Seminary, was, and
still is, the UELC's contribution to education for post high school
students. Some of the merging churches brought two or more
colleges into The ALC, but Dana, the school adorned by the poetic
name for Denmark, was UELC' s single institution of academic
learning. Dana College, both in prosperous and lean years, has
frequently been considered the heart of the UELC.
The roster of Dana's presidents includes several who were loyal
members of the UELC churches: C.X. Hansen, Erland Nelson,
Lawrence Siersbeck, Theo. M. Hansen, R.E. Morton, and C.C.
Madsen. Dana's current president, Myrvin Christopherson, is a son
of a UELC congregation at Milltown, Wisconsin.
A host of faculty and staff members with UELC roots have left
their stamp on Dana students. Some of them are: P.V. Hansen,
Marius Goldbeck, Sena Bertelsen, Sigrid Christensen, Marie Johnson,
H. Skov Nielsen, Nellie F. Falk, Soren Milton Thomsen, Elmer
Rasmussen, Paul Neve, F. William Thomsen, Frank Hengeveld, Paul
Petersen, Clifford Hanson, Norman C. Bansen, James Olsen, Richard
Jorgensen, John Beck, Phillip Pagel, Boas Weismann, Mark Thomsen,
Richard Jensen, James Jorgensen, John W. Nielsen, and John Mark
Nielsen.
Students who spent some time in Dana's halls of learning, under
the mentorship of its faculty, went out from its campus to take a
useful place in the nation and world. Some graduates were found in
high-ranking posts at length, in society, business, government and
church.
Some other education ventures had been tried in the early years,
but did not survive until the time of the merger in 1960. A number
of schools related to the UELC were started, enrolled students,
conducted classes, and then disappeared from the scene again. Four
examples can be listed: Elk Horn H0jskole. Kristian Anker was a
key leader of this folk school in Iowa; Brorson High School, located
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near Kenmare, ND. Layman Jens Dixen was the leader; Luther High
School and College, Racine, WI; and Angsar College, Hutchinson,
MN, 1902-1904.

Chaplaincies and specialized ministries.
When America was at war, a host of UELC young people, some in
uniform, and some not, took a courageous part in our nation's
defense. A goodly number of UELC pastors presented themselves
for service as chaplains to our service men and women. This honor
roll includes: Elmer W. Anderson, John Beck, Mellius Bollesen,
Stanley L. Carlsen, Verner N. Carlsen, Aaron E. Christiansen,
Clarence E. Jensen, Gilbert A Jensen, William Larsen, C. Clifford
Madsen, Robert G. Nelson, L. Mortimer Nielsen, L. Gudmund
Pedersen, Laurits H. Pedersen, James C. Peterson, Einer Romer,
Harry C. Sorensen, Ralph S. Spear, Irving Tange, Robert Thoms,
Harold E. Nelson.
In the post-war years some Lutheran church bodies in America
felt a need to establish an American Lutheran presence in a few key
cities overseas, particularly in Europe. The intent was to enable U.S.
citizens located in such centers to hear the Gospel and to worship
God in the English language. One such locus was in Copenhagen,
Denmark. A succession of UELC pastors played a major part in
establishing and conducting an English-speaking Lutheran presence
in the Danish capitol. The contributions of these UELC men and
their wives should be noted: William J. Hanson, Joseph M . Girtz,
Adolph Kloth, Verner Carlsen, and Richard Andersen.
The UELC brought a glowing sense of urgency to be about the
church's tasks of evangelism and mission. It conducted missions
on many fronts.
Any listing of the UELC contributions to the broader Lutheran
Church in the United States must include UELC's strong emphasis
on mission. It considered mission the central flame around which
disciples of Christ in every age must warm themselves. The UELC
saw itself as mandated to carry out the Great Commission of our
Lord on several fronts. One was Home Mission-mission in our
own land, a thrust, which now is usually, termed American
Missions. The UELC also conducted mission work among people
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groups in our homeland. Included here could be mission to Native
Americans (the Cherokees), and also mission to the Mormons. A
significant cause championed in the UELC was Foreign Missions, or
m1ss10n overseas. The terminology in current usage is Global
Mission. Here is a brief consideration of the UELC contribution in
and through American and Global mission.
Scores of UELC pastors, aided and supported by unnumbered
lay people invested their time and talents in the planting of new
churches in America. Often this effort was in new communities
which were built since World War II, or in new neighborhoods and
suburbs of large cities which were lacking a ministry of Word and
Sacrament. It would be a formidable task to list all of the UELC
pastors and lay leaders who took part in establishing new
congregations all over the continent. Such a listing will not be
attempted here. Mention should be made at least of the Executive
Secretary for Home Missions of the UELC, K.M. Matthiesen. He led
this thrust of the church for many years and continued to be active
for a time after UELC' s merger into the ALC. In succeeding years,
UELC pastor William J. Hanson served as a departmental director
for new churches of the ALC's Division of American Missions in the
national office, subsequent to being an area director based in
California. He continued to give his services to this cause after the
ALC became a part of the ELCA.
Tabor church was built in Salt Lake City, Utah with the intention
that it should be a base for reaching Mormon people with the
unadulterated gospel of Jesus Christ. UELC pastors who served can
be named here: James C. Peterson, Stinus S. Loft, Peter Hauge, and
Arthur Sorensen, among them. At first this work was dubbed
"Mormon Mission" then later changed to "Our Utah Mission." This
mission never really thrived, partly due to the restrictive majority of
Latter Day Saints in Utah, and perhaps in part because of later
changes in Mormon mores regarding polygamy, and various other
efforts to present themselves as an accepted branch of the universal
church of Jesus Christ. The congregation continues today as Mount
Tabor Lutheran Church, a member of the ELCA.
The UELC became especially interested in the Cherokee Nation in
Oklahoma. Among the pioneers who established a Lutheran
presence, including a church and school, among the Cherokees in
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and around Oaks, Oklahoma, should be named pastors N.L. Nielsen,
C.A. Vammen, and Soren S. Kaldahl. This mission continues today
under the title "Oaks Indian Center" endeavoring to help in the
education and welfare of an underprivileged group of the first
Americans.
Women, men, and financial support have been
contributed by the UELC since 1891. An ELCA congregation now
serving these people is Eben Ezer Lutheran Church.
The UELC took seriously the mandate of Jesus to "go and make
disciples of_all nations." Though it could not claim to have initiated
any original mission thrust to a particular nation or ethnic group, it
did join hands with other churches and mission agencies which were
eager to bring the gospel to areas and peoples hitherto unreached.
The UELC contributed funds and missionaries to the enabling of
work on four main "mission fields":
JAPAN: UELC missionaries who served since 1903 in this land once
closed to "foreigners" can be listed: Rev. D.G. M. and Sigrid Bach,
Rev. Edward and Marion Eskildsen, Rev. Paul and Joyce Johnsen,
Miss Ella Johnson, Rev. Lloyd and Muriel Neve, Rev. and Mrs. J.P.
Nielsen, Miss Marlene Paulsen, Rev. and Mrs. J. M.T. Winther, Miss
Maya Winther. Today this mission is a part of the Japan Evangelical
Lutheran Church.
INDIA, The Santal Mission: UELC members joined forces with other
Scandinavians in the Santal Mission in 1925. It officially adopted the
work among this tribal people in northeast India in 1945. UELC
missionaries: Rev. Victor and Petrea Bagger, Rev. Joseph and Mabel
Girtz, Miss Betty Anne Jorgensen, Miss Anna Olesen, Dr. Dagmar
Pedersen. The indigenous church serving the Santals today is the
Northern Evangelical Lutheran Church of India.
COLOMBIA: The UELC entered this field in 1946. At that time
churches in Alberta and Ontario, Canada were included in the
UELC. Missionaries: Miss Helen Danielson, Rev. Arnfeld C. and
Hildur Morck. This mission has now become the Evangelical
Lutheran Church of Colombia.
BRAZIL: Rev. Peter and Elna Mathiasen from Toronto, Ontario,
Canada were commissioned to serve under the Evangelical Church
of the Lutheran Confession in Brazil in 1958.
NIGERIA, The African Sudan Mission: Official UELC support
began in 1934. Missionaries: Miss Helen Margarett Jacobsen, Rev.
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Jack and E. Marjorie Jacobsen, Rev. Lyle and Jeanette Kohler, Miss
Margaretha Nissen, Mr. Elmer and Martha Rawling, Miss Ilean
Rohe, Dr. M. Hunter and Bonnie Smith, Rev. and Mrs. Alfred
Thompsen, Rev. Mark and Mary Lou Thomsen, Rev. Donald and
Marjorie Wahlgren. Today the mission has been subsumed under
the Lutheran church of Christ in Nigeria.
The following UELC missionaries served in lands overseas after
the UELC's merger in the ALC: CAMEROUN: Rev. Thomas G. and
Sharon Lee Christensen. Tom's father, Rev. M.G. Christensen, was
an adopted son of pioneer UELC mission leader Jens Dixen.
ETHIOPIA: Rev. Richard and Bonnie Jensen. BANGLADESH: The
work here began under the Santal Mission and is now under the
aegis of the World Mission Prayer League. UELC fellow workers
were: Rev. Arthur and Dr. Kathleen Bliese, Miss Rachel Nielsen
PAKISTAN: Jan Kersgaard serves here, also under World Mission
Prayer League.
It is worthy of mention that two of UELC' s former missionaries to
Africa currently have been given positions of highest leadership in
the ELCA's Division for Global Mission. Rev. Mark Thomsen was
the first director of this Division, and Rev. Bonnie L. Jensen currently
holds the post of Executive Director. Somehow, it seems a fitting
recognition of the high priority that the old UELC placed on world
missions. In a world of upheavals, many of the old patterns of
missionary work are changing. In many instances, the task of
bringing Christ to the nations is best accomplished by bringing to
our own shores representatives of young overseas churches for a
time of training, after which they are sent back to their own people
to share the Gospel. But as long as there are unreached peoples on
the planet, the "Go therefore" of Jesus' commission to his first
disciples will remain a paramount task of the Church - to seek out
the lost and the least and the last.
The UELC has nurtured men whose voices that have gone out
over the airwaves to bring the gospel of Christ to many radio
listeners. A few have broadcast services from a particular local
congregation. Among the ministries having a wider outreach are:
"Lutheran Vespers," a weekly program heard over a large network
of radio stations in America. UELC pastor Richard Jensen was the
featured speaker on this broadcast program for over ten years from
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1982-1993. "Christian Crusaders" sponsors a weekly broadcast with
a sermon by Homer Larsen, a UELC pastor in Cedar Falls, Iowa. His
messages have gone out to 32 stations around the country for forty
years "Sing for Joy" is a program of hymns and music of the
church, emceed by Alvin Rueter, originating from station WCAL in
Northfield. A graduate of Dana College, Alvin Rueter was married
to Beulah Nielsen, daughter of a former UELC pastor. Designed and
conducted by Rueter himself, this gospel-centered program is said to
be among the longest-living programs of its type in the country,
having been on the air for 47 years.

The UELC brought with the above its conviction that the Gospel
impels its adherents to a deep concern for those in need.
The UELC also was concerned for hurting people, such as those
included by Jesus in his portrayal of the Last Judgment. It assumed
care for the hungry, the thirsty, the strangers, those lacking clothing
anc;i shelter, and those in prison. This concern for needy people was
expressed in its support of a number of care centers, some of which
are listed here: EbenEzer Lutheran Care Center, Brush, Colorado.
Started by Rev. J. Madsen primarily as a sanitarium for tuberculosis
patients, it also became a Deaconess Training Institute, a hospital,
and a home for the aging. Subsequent directors of this work
included Marius Jorgensen, Ingvard M. Andersen, Victor Bagger,
and Raymond Paulsen. Elim Children's Home, Elk Hom, Iowa, and
a few other institutions, were started as orphanages. Changing
times and concepts of social work resulted in policies trending
toward the placement of children without parents in foster homes
rather than institutional centers.
Homes for the aging once were maintained under UELC auspices.
In later times this kind of care has developed into specialized
centers, e.g. Alzheimer's units, veterans' homes for the chronically ill
or disabled, facilities providing assisted living, nursing home care,
and residences where retired people can live independently. One
result of providing an ever-broadening spectrum of care has been
that this type of ministry has increasingly become the province of
civic and community-owned facilities, not always under church
ownership or management. Some well known UELC centers
providing care for the aging can be mentioned: Salem Lutheran
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Home, Elk Horn, Iowa; Lutheran Home, Edmore, Michigan; Good
Shepherd Home, Blair, Nebraska; Bethany Home, Minden,
Nebraska; Bethany Home, Waupaca, Wisconsin; and Bethel Home,
Selma, California.

The UELC wanted to advance the Gospel message by contributing
hymns and worship forms from its Danish heritage, together with
its sense of the value of the printed word.
The Danish immigrants considered that they had a rich treasure
in the hymnals they had brought along from Denmark. Through
several centuries Danish hymnists had penned choice songs of
praise and worship to comprise a superb book of hymnic resources
for the use of Lutherans in Denmark in their homes and churches.
The edition of Den Danske Salmebog of 1965, as an example, contained
a total of 754 hymns, together with a simple order of worship to be
used each Sunday in Danish congregations.
Like immigrants from Germany, Sweden, etc., the Danes in
America during the first years sang their hymns in the language of
their country of origin. They recognized that most hymnals in
America were published in English. A hymnal is, by its very nature,
one of the most ecumenical resources of the church. Its pages are
filled with songs that have come from many nations, written over a
period of many centuries. The Danish Salmebog, while containing a
goodly number of ecumenical hymns translated into Danish, was
also freighted with gems written over a span of centuries in lyrical
Danish by their own classical hymnists and poets.
As the Danish immigrant Lutherans in America carried the
pocket-sized hymnals they had brought from Denmark to worship,
they began to realize increasingly that their children and
grandchildren were not able to understand the words, even though
the hymn tunes were familiar. Over time a few pastors with literary
gifts set about translating Danish hymns into English. Most
translations echoed the thought of the originals in suitable rhyme
and meter. Others, however, did not felicitously convey the
meaning of the original. Even so, the new generation learned these
translated hymns and sang them, frequently claiming the translation
among their favorites.
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It is noteworthy that the two Danish synods agreed, in 1924-25, to
publish a hymnal jointly, containing a number of these translations.
At length the Danish Lutheran Publishing House at Blair brought
forth the first edition of Hymnal for Church and Home,© 1927. In 1938
a completely revised edition, with about 150 more hymns added,
was published as a joint effort. In 1944 the Junior Hymnal for Church
and Home followed. These editions, containing numerous
translations of Danish hymns, served the two Danish churches for
several decades.
In 1958 the UELC joined with seven other Lutheran church bodies
in America to publish Service Book and Hymnal (later termed "the red
book"). This volume became standard equipment in the pew racks
of most UELC churches. It contained about 192 hymns, which had
also appeared in Hymnal for Church and Home. Of the total 602
hymns however, only 17 were translations from Danish. There was
some muttering among Danish Lutherans who felt that their
treasury of hymns was represented too lightly in this inter-Lutheran
effort. Most frequently heard was the complaint that Grundtvig's
great hymn, Den signede dag (0 Day Full of Grace), was left out.
"The red book" survived in UELC churches for two decades, until
Lutheran Book of Worship, a new joint effort of four Lutheran church
bodies in the United States and Canada, was published in 1978. Of
569 hymns in this volume (quickly termed "the green book"), only
16 were translations of Danish hymns. Considering the diminutive
membership of the two Danish Lutheran churches, as compared
with the overwhelming number of other Lutherans, this may have
been a proper proportion. However, followers of the Danish
Lutheran tradition were disappointed to find missing so many
favorites from their heritage of hymns.
By 2002, a new generation of young Lutherans has arisen. Many
of them care little about the origin or derivation of hymns. Singing
groups of the present day tend to prefer a new genre of songs. These
apparently resonate more closely with the spiritual life, which they
experience.
The point here is that Danish Lutherans wished to make a larger
contribution to the burgeoning Lutheran churches of America from
their distinctive treasury of hymnody. However, their offering in
this regard was only minimally acknowledged. Similarly, the
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Danish Order of Worship, which was engagingly simple, was largely
overlooked in the establishing of liturgies in the new worship books
designed for American Lutherans. A feature of the Danish liturgy,
which provided for a member of the laity to step forward from a
pew to lead the congregation in an opening and closing prayer for
the worshipers, was not included in the newer recommended
liturgies.
The UELC owned its own publishing house in Blair, Nebraska.
Through the years, a number of periodicals brought information and
enlightenment to UELC people. A sampling of some of the
periodicals and their editors is given here: Luthersk Ugeblad, P.C.
Jensen; The Angsar Lutheran, John M. Jensen; The Little Lutheran,
Ninna Engskow, Ruth Neve, et al; Christmas Chimes, Immanuel
Petersen, L. Siersbeck, John W. Nielsen; Child's Christmas Chimes,
J.M. Girtz, et al; Dansk Almanak, various editors; UELC Yearbook,
various editors. Neither Lutheran Publishing House in Blair, nor any
of its periodicals were continued in the merger that formed The
ALC.
In recent years, Lur Publications, the publishing arm of the Danish
Immigrant Archives at Dana College, has brought out several books,
mostly based on research done in its archival collection. These
volumes will in time prove to be a valuable contribution to the
Lutheran Church of the future as it seeks to understand its past in
America.

The UELC contributed a minority's share of leaders to serve in
elected posts of responsibility in the body of uniting Lutherans in
America.
In its 64-year history, the UELC elected to its leadership of this
church wide synod only five presidents. Each of them made a
distinct and valued contribution to its life. Two of them served in
their leadership posts for a quarter of a century. These faithful
servants of God are listed here: G.B. Christiansen, 1896-1921; M.N.
Andreasen, 1921-1924; N.C. Carlsen, 1925-1950; Hans C. Jersild,
1950-1956; and William Larsen, 1956-1960.
At the founding of The ALC, William Larsen was elected as
secretary of the merged church. At the time of his death in 1971 he
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was serving as Executive Director of the Board of Theological
Education.
The UELC contributed a few men to serve as ALC District
Presidents (termed Bishops since 1970). They were elected in their
districts to be leaders of a particular geographical segment of The
American Lutheran Church: Edward A. Hansen, bishop of the SW
Minnesota District, 1960-1978; Archie L. Madsen, bishop of the
Central District, 1969-1981; Lowell 0. Erdahl, bishop of the SE
Minnesota District, 1983-1988-Erdahl, who grew up and received
his education in the Norwegian ELC, had been ordained by the
UELC to serve its church in Farmington, Minnesota, from 1958-1968.

Not least, the UELC contributed its sense of a modesty becoming
to workers in the Kingdom of God, along with a self-effacing
sense of humor.
A realistic appraisal of the contributions of the United Evangelical
Lutheran Church would need to include some lines, which were
quoted at a Centennial Observance of the UELC in 1996. The words
are taken from St. Paul: Not many of you were wise by human standards,
not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. (First Letter to
the Corinthians 1:26)
Having acknowledged this realistic assessment of members of the
body of Jesus Christ, it is nevertheless fair to assert that out of UELC
ranks came a goodly number of men and women who did
worthwhile work and gave significant means in the name of Christ
to the country and church of their time, both in individual offerings
and public service. In these ways, the UELC made an appreciable
contribution to the evolving Lutheran church bodies that have
succeeded it.
To sum up, the UELC brought a number of dishes to the
American Lutheran smorgasbord. Most of these offerings were gladly
received and relished by others at the table. UELC members, in
tum, were nourished and enriched by the contributions brought by
others.
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